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Eastern Brook Trout

Editor’s Notes

Welcome to our Summer edition of the 2009 edition. With a very weather-
friendly summer in the Northeast our local bioligists and TU chapters have had
a great opportunity to support our local brook trout and enviroments.

Please keep me informed of new interested parties for my mailing list and also
keep me updated on changes of positions within councils and chapters. Our
distribution list is now over 150. There are quite a few folks in the east that are
interested in our native brookies.

I've continued to add links to all the url’'s and email addresses contained in the
newsletter. You just need to click on them to send an email or visit a website.
As always, I'm open to suggestions and new ideas so feel free to send them
to me at williamo@maine.rr.com.
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The membership of our EBTJV Google Group is growing. It's a site where we
have a forum for discussions, a place to upload and post files/documents/
newsletters and send reminders to the entire group. Hopefully this opens up
broader lines of communication throughout the EBTJV. You can easily join
by clicking the tab on the right side of http://groups.google.com/group/ebtjv.
| urge you to visit it often... It's a very useful tool for the EBTJV and a place
where you can download newsletters from all EBTJV regions.

Please Note that this month we’'ll be opening up discussions on Google Group,
so if you're interested in commenting or have some great ideas, feel free to
share them with us all.

Enjoy the Newsletter and our Google Group — Tight Lines!
by Bill Oleszczuk
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Indian Stream

Preliminary work in 2009 included electrofishing and cul-
vert assessments on about 20 streams in the Watershed.
We are still analyzing those data, however, it was clear
that culverts block fish passage in many of the tributaries.
Additionally, many of the culverts have catastrophically
failed in recent years, and this has led to large amounts of
sediment being deposited into many tributaries thus neg-
atively impacted the spawning and rearing habitat. Many
of the tributaries contain excellent habitat for Brook trout,
and to ensure that fish can reach these waters, connectiv-
ity improvements will me made throughout the system.
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Photo of perched culverts on the tribs

Photo of an example of the instream wood in a tributary.

Plans for fall 2009

We plan to restore the instream wood in Emerson Brook
in late September 2009 using chop and drop techniques.
The work will be conducted using chainsaws, and trees
will be strategically dropped into the brook and moved by
hand where needed.

The Upper Farrer culvert will likely be replaced with a
bridge in the fall of 2009, and this will remove a fish pas-
sage barrier and also preclude the dramatic washouts
that occur every year at the existing culvert.

By Adam Bronstein.
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